THE    SUICIDE    OF    GREECE             25
as our Father in Heaven is perfect, but all you natives need to do is to be perfect like me and get into my way of thinking, and I am sure our Father in Heaven will be quite pleased with you. He wouldn't mind if you had a little heavier pigment. Now toddle along." That is the New Jerusalem according to Lady Astor, Clarence Streit,
and Sir Norman AngelL
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for the international problems arising out of the emergence of Asia suggested in the previous chapter does not seem satisfactory or attractive to me. International suicide is never attractive.
Herr Professor Nicholas John Spykman prefers a heroic, uninterrupted march of the United States of America to world supremacy by just a couple of more wars in which she shall continue to struggle until she crushes only a couple of hundred million Russians and only four or five hundred million Chinese. . . . He prefers this to the unthinkable alternative of "an international society composed of numerous independent states." I prefer the latter. The Spenglerian gloom of Spykman's prophetic and professorial voice is after all depressing; we common men should be a little more cheerful. What Spykman means is simply that western civilization had better commit suicide as Pericles' Athenian Empire did. Let's be a little learned and professorial and tiresome and go back to Thucydides.
Greece perished because she failed to solve the problem of empire versus freedom. European civilization must also perish if it fails to solve the problem of empire